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Octubre 9th, 2020

Sr. Presidente,

1.
I have the honor to speak on behalf of the 8 Member States of the Central American Integration System (SICA): Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama and Nicaragua.
2.
We wish to congratulate you and all the members of the Bureau on your election. You can count on the support of the SICA Member States.
3.
SICA associates itself with the intervention delivered by the Cooperative Republic of Guyana, on behalf of the G77+China.
Sr. Presidente,

4.
We take this opportunity to express our solidarity and extend our condolences to the families who have lost their loved ones and to those suffering the devastating consequences of COVID-19.
5.
Now more than ever, we must put into practice the multilateralism, solidarity and cooperation that will allow us to create a true global alliance to counteract the effects of this pandemic. SICA Member States call for the vaccine and other health technologies needed to address COVID-19 to be accessible in an equitable manner and its distribution guaranteed to all human beings on the planet. To this end, the role of the World Health Organization, donor countries and the private sector is fundamental in order to achieve this objective on the basis of solidarity and justice.
6.
On March 12, 2020, our countries adopted the Declaration "Central America united against the coronavirus", which includes a "Regional Contingency Plan" aimed at complementing national efforts for the prevention, containment and treatment of COVID-19. This plan seeks to contribute to mitigating the impacts of this pandemic and to define actions that will allow the economic and social recovery of the countries of the region.
7.
It is important to remember that cooperation and resources to address COVID-19 should not replace the means of implementation of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, particularly those aimed at poverty eradication. 

8.
We express our concern about the effects produced by the COVID-19 pandemic, which significantly aggravate the food and nutritional security situation, particularly in those places where it has been chronic and where the effect of climate change has been greater.  
9.
We also support preparations for the Food Systems Summit, to be held in 2021 as part of the decade of action to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, as it aims to explore further action to ensure that in the future, food systems are capable of ending hunger and malnutrition, reducing the effects of climate change, protecting and restoring the environment and biodiversity, and creating a more inclusive, equitable and just economy for all.
10.
In the resolutions to be adopted in the Second Committee during the Seventy-fifth Session, we must address, among other topics, the structural challenges of the international economy and the reform of the international system, taking into account the development challenges facing developing countries, providing political and operational guidance through substantive discussions on all aspects of Sustainable Development, which will bring true added value to the overall implementation and follow-up of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda. 

11.
We are committed to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions - economic, social and environmental - in a balanced and integrated manner, in accordance with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, seeking common solutions for the benefit of our peoples, leaving no one behind. 

12.
We note with concern that access to concessional financing is declining as countries' incomes grow, and that countries may not be able to access sufficient affordable financing from other sources to meet their needs. 

13.
Consequently, we commit to continue promoting the use of criteria that use multidimensional indicators for the accurate measurement of the complex and diverse realities of development in the region; we also encourage the shareholders of the multilateral development banks and donors to develop graduation policies that are sequenced, phased and gradual.
14.
We advocate the identification of financing alternatives that support South-South Cooperation initiatives at the intra-regional level, through alternative financial institutions from and for the South, recognizing the importance of increasing international support for Triangular Cooperation, as well as increasing its contribution to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

15.
In this regard, we welcome the outcome of the Second High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation, held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 20 to 22 March 2019. 

16.
SICA Recognizes that Regional Cooperation, South-South Cooperation and Triangular Cooperation, contribute to the fulfillment of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; affirming that these modalities constitute a complement and not a substitute for North-South Cooperation, which should be guided by the principles of horizontality, solidarity, joint participation, consensus, equity, mutual responsibility, reciprocity, non-interference and non-conditionality. 

17.
It is important to take into account the need for a non-discriminatory, fair trade system, based on universal, rules based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable norms. We recognize the value of advancing towards the integration and complementarities of our economies, promoting public and private partnerships and the participation of all sectors of society committed to the full development of our nations, fostering mechanisms that substantially increase interregional and extra-regional trade, in accordance with established laws and uses. 

18.
We believe that the United Nations System must assume the comprehensive nature of the 2030 Agenda. In this regard, the mandates of the United Nations agencies, funds and programs need to address the interlinkages of the Sustainable Development Goals.
Sr. Presidente,
19.
Today, more than ever, we are committed to the empowerment of women, to gender equity and equality, to the development of women, as necessary conditions to achieve the full exercise and enjoyment of fundamental freedoms, the eradication of all forms of violence against women, adolescents and girls, as well as human rights, in order to achieve the goals and targets for Sustainable Development of the 2030 Agenda, implementing actions for its incorporation as central and cross-cutting axes of the policies, strategies and actions of the States. 

20.
We reaffirm our commitment to the implementation of public policies that aim to ensure at all levels the universal and free coverage of an inclusive, inclusive, tenured quality education, with a gender and intercultural perspective, without discrimination, that respects the creative skills and ancestral knowledge and the respect to the knowledge of other cultures, so that everyone develops capacities of critical thinking, logical, creative and innovative reasoning. 

Sr. Presidente,

21.
Considering the different studies carried out by the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which point out Central America as one of the most vulnerable regions in the world to the negative impacts of climate change, we recognize the importance of strengthening the implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 and the fulfillment of all its goals in the region, in order to contribute to reducing the risk of disasters and the millions of losses that especially affect the most vulnerable families in our countries.
22.
There is an urgent need for greater ambition in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and mitigate global warming. The developed countries have a historical responsibility for these emissions in accordance with the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreement, and taking into account the common but differentiated responsibilities, it is necessary to assume the commitments to limit the increase in global temperature to 1.5°C and to guarantee developing countries additional, predictable and sufficient financial resources for climate. 

23.
Climate change is the greatest systemic threat to humanity, destroying decades of development at a time and leaving serious levels of devastation, consequently, priority must be given to the most vulnerable regions.
24.
For our region, it is important to strengthen the means of implementation and make financing mechanisms more flexible so that they are easily accessible to the most vulnerable countries, for our actions and measures to adapt to and mitigate the negative impacts of climate change. 
25.
We recognize the importance of stimulating the role of non-state actors in advancing climate action, with the continued promotion of renewable energy and clean technologies in industry and transport in general, moving towards a more sustainable production and consumption models that contribute to achieve the goals and indicators established in the Sustainable Development Goals.
26.
During the past Climate Action Summit, convened by the Secretary General, SICA Member States presented an initiative entitled “Building Resilience in the Central American Region under a Synergistic Approach between Mitigation and Adaptation - Focusing on the Agriculture, Forestry and Other Land Use (AFOLU)”, which aims that by 2030, the SICA region will establish and manage ten million hectares of "Sustainable productive landscapes that are resilient to climate change", with a goal of not less than 40% reduction in emissions from the AFOLU sector in 2010. Through a long-term partnership between the region's ministries of the environment and agriculture, to address the impacts of agriculture on ecosystems and the loss of biodiversity, with the goal of achieving more integrated planning by 2040.
27.
All Member States must unite and cooperate with each other to eliminate obstacles to development. Reiterating that without political will and the promotion of multilateralism and solidarity, we will not be able to effectively address the eradication of poverty, which is an imperative for achieving a more humane world, contributing to the well-being and happiness of our peoples. 

Thank you.
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